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1. Name: Rachael Houston 

2. Contact Information: 
TCU Box 297041 
Fort Worth, Texas, 76129 
817-257-5914 
r.houston@tcu.edu 
 

3. Academic Background: 

a. Education 
University of Minnesota, Ph.D., Political Science, 2022.  
University of Minnesota, M.A., Political Science, 2019.  
Coastal Carolina University, B.A., Political Science and Communication (magna cum 
laude), 2017. 

 
b. Professional certifications: n/a 

 
c. Present rank: Assistant Professor 

 
d. Year of appointment to TCU and rank: 2022, Assistant Professor 

 
e. Year of last promotion: n/a 

 
f. Previous teaching and/or research appointments other than TCU: 

• Normandale Community College, Adjunct Professor, 2021-2022, part time 
• Metropolitan State University, Adjunct Professor, 2021, part-time 

 
g. Previous professional positions: 

• Campus Election Engagement Project, State Director and Faculty Resources 
Coordinator, 2018-2021, part-time  

 
h. Formal continuing education associated with professional development: 

• Attending “Free Speech on Campus Workshop” with Dr. Lee Epstein and Dr. 
Andrew Martin at Washington University in St. Louis. (Fall 2026)  

• Attended “Dive in with the Admissions Deans” with UChicago Law and Stanford 
Law. (Summer 2026)  

• Attended “AddRan AI Research Cluster’s Symposium” with AddRan College of 
Liberal Arts. (Spring 2026)  

• Attended “Grant Writing and Research Funding Workshop” at TCU with Dr. Sarah 
Bruno and the Community-Based Research and Social Change Cluster. (Fall 2025)  

• Attended “What I Teach When I Teach” with AddRan College of Liberal Arts. (Fall 
2025, January 2025)  

• Attended “Research Spotlight” with AddRan College of Liberal Arts. (Spring 
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2025)  
• Attended “10 Strategies for Supporting Neurodivergent Students (and All Students) 

through UDL” training with the Koehler Center. (Spring 2025)  
• Completed “Selection Committee Training” with the TCU Employee Engagement 

and Success Center. (Summer 2024)  
• Attended “Navigating Tough Conversations: How to Talk to Students Suspected of 

Cheating” with the Online Learning Consortium. (Spring 2024)  
• Attended “The Future is Now: Dive into the Frontier of Generative AI with 

Engaging Assignments for Mastering AI Fluency!” with the Online Learning 
Consortium. (Spring 2024)  

• Attended “Design Thinking with AI for Online Instruction” with the Online 
Learning Consortium. (Spring 2024)  

• Attended “Online Motivation in the Age of AI: A Discussion on Creating 
Assignments that Matter” with the Online Learning Consortium. (Spring 2024)  

• Attended “Managing Difficult Conversations in the Workplace” with the TCU 
Employee Engagement and Success Center. (Spring 2024)  

• Attended “Goal Setting” with the TCU Employee Engagement and Success Center. 
(Spring 2023) 

• Completed TCU eFaculty 2.0 Training for Summer Online Teaching. (Fall 2022)  
• Completed University of Minnesota Foundations of Online Teaching Course. (Fall 

2020)  
• Completed Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research Mixed 

Methods Course. (Summer 2020) 
 

i. Honors and Awards: 
• TCU Honors Laureate Mentor Recognition. Selected by Martha Johnston, Jake 

Rogers, Eliza Turco, and Kristen Buckley; 2026. Selected by Alan Anderson; 2025. 
Selected by Alyssa Deering and Kaitan Perez; 2024. 

• TCU Roach Honors College Professor of the Year Finalist. 2025. ($750) 
• Neal Tate Best Judicial Paper Award, Southern Political Science Association. 

2025. “From Ads to Action: The Influence of Interest Group Supreme Court 
Confirmation Advertisements on Political Engagement.” With Christine Bird and 
Marcy Shieh. ($500) 

• TCU Silver Frogs Faculty Favorite Lecture Award. 2024. 
• Southern Political Science Association Artinian Travel Award. 2024. ($500) 
• TCU Clark Society Endowed Faculty Fund Nominee. 2023. 
• Southern Political Science Association Prestage-Cook Travel Award. 2020.  
• University of Minnesota Graduate Student Fellowships. Marbury Efimenco 

Fellowship ($400); Claggett Graduate Research Fellowship ($1,400); Ornstein 
Fellowship in American Politics ($2,500); Graduate Research Partnership Program 
(GRPP) Fellowship ($4,000). 
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4. Teaching 

a. Courses taught: 
• POSC 34073 Moot Court (Fall 2026) 
• POSC 34093 Judicial Politics  
• POSC 34013 Constitutional Law: Powers 
• POSC 34083 Constitutional Law: Rights and Liberties 
• POSC 20403 Introduction to Public Law 
• POSC 20403 Introduction to Public Law Honors 
• POSC 34043 Equality Under the Law  
• UNLF 10211 Intro to University Life 

 
b. Courses developed at TCU: 

• POSC 34093 Judicial Politics  
• POSC 34083 Constitutional Law: Rights and Liberties 
• POSC 34013 Constitutional Law: Powers 
• POSC 20403 Introduction to Public Law 
• POSC 20403 Introduction to Public Law Honors 
• POSC 34043 Equality Under the Law  
• UNLF 10211 Intro to University Life 

 
c. Honors projects directed, or committee service: 

• Grace Rickey - Spring 2026: Served on the committee for Grace Rickey’s senior 
honors thesis “Caught in the Middle: Exploring the Nature of Situationships.” 
 

d. Graduate theses (recitals) and dissertations directed, or committee service: n/a 
 

e. External support received or pending for academic work: n/a 
 

f. Internal support for academic work received: n/a 
 

g. Academic Advising: 
• Approximately 30 students over the last four years 

5. Research and Creative Activity 

a. Refereed publications: 
• Cota, Matthew, Rachael Houston, Elizabeth Lane, and Jessica Schoenherr. 2026. 

“Beyond the Front Page: Supreme Court Media Coverage in the Digital Age.” PS: 
Political Science & Politics.  

• Bird, Christine, Rachael Houston, and Mary Shieh. 2025. “Ad-Dressing the 
Bench: The Impact of Interest Group Ads on Partisan Perceptions of Supreme 
Court Confirmations.” Interest Groups & Advocacy.  

• Bird, Christine, Rachael Houston, and Mary Shieh. 2024. “From Ads to Action: 



  TCU Department of Political Science 
  AddRan College of Liberal Arts 
 

The Influence of Interest Group Supreme Court Confirmation Advertisements on 
Political Engagement.” Political Research Quarterly.  

• Houston, Rachael and Eve Ringsmuth. 2024. “Case of the Mondays: Examining 
Media Coverage of Oral Arguments Based on Weekday Selection.” Journal of 
Law and Courts.   

• Sorenson, Maron, Rachael Houston, and Amanda Bryan. 2024. “280 Characters 
of Contention: Analyzing Partisan Behavior on Twitter During Supreme Court 
Confirmation Processes.” Journal of Law and Courts.  

• Houston, Rachael. 2024. “A World Outside the Classroom: Evaluating Faculty 
Attitudes Toward Civic Learning and Engagement.” Journal of Political Science 
Education.  

• Houston, Rachael, Timothy R. Johnson, and Eve Ringsmuth. 2023. “SCOTUS 
and COVID: How the Media Reacted to the Livestreaming of Supreme Court Oral 
Arguments.” Rowman & Littlefield. 

• Houston, Rachael and Timothy R. Johnson. 2023. “Does Greater Transparency 
Increase Viewership and Engagement? An Analysis of C-SPAN’s Live Audio 
Broadcasts of Supreme Court Oral Argument.” The Year in C-SPAN Archives 
Research. 

• Houston, Rachael, Siyu Li, and Timothy R. Johnson. 2021. “Learning to Speak 
Up: Acclimation Effects and Supreme Court Oral Argument.” Justice System 
Journal.  

• Bryan, Amanda C., Rachael Houston, and Timothy R. Johnson. 2020. “Taking 
Note: Justice Harry A. Blackmun’s Observations from Oral Argument about Life, 
Law, and the U.S. Supreme Court.” Journal of Supreme Court History 
 

b. Non-refereed publications: 
• Houston, Rachael. 2026. “Free Speech Movement.” In Bobbi Gentry and Shamira 

Gelbman. Youth Activism in America: An Encyclopedia of Ideals in Action. 
Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO.  

• Houston, Rachael and Stephen Earnest. 2026. “Who Gets to Sue? Legal Standing 
After FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine.” Touro Law Journal of Race, 
Gender, and Ethnicity. 

• Houston, Rachael and Stephen Earnest. 2025. “Defining the Modern Public 
Square: A Study of Federal Judicial Interpretations.” University of St. Thomas 
Journal of Law and Public Policy.  

• Houston, Rachael. 2024. “Review of Rationing the Constitution by Andrew 
Coan.” Law and Politics Book Review. 

• Houston, Rachael. 2023. “Sounding the Legitimacy Alarm Bell: How Media 
Outlets Frame the Legitimacy of the U.S. Supreme Court.” Touro Law Journal of 
Race, Gender, and Ethnicity. 

• Ringsmuth, Eve, Rachael Houston, and Timothy R. Johnson. 2023. “Supreme 
Court has not committed to a major innovation in transparency it started during 
the pandemic.” The Conversation.  

• Houston, Rachael. 2023. “Does Anybody Really Know What Time It Is?: How 
the US Supreme Court Defines “Time” Using the Purcell Principle.” Nevada Law 
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Journal. 
• Houston, Rachael. 2022. “A Reflection on Teaching Political Participation Using 

TikTok.” Political Science Educator Newsletter.  
• Houston, Rachael and Timothy R. Johnson. 2022. “The Supreme Court and the 

Incorporation Doctrine.” The Judicial System. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO. 
• Houston, Rachael. 2022. “Review of Political Science Is for Everybody: An 

Introduction to Political Science.” Journal of Political Science Education.  
• Johnson, Timothy and Rachael Houston. 2021. “The Fourteenth Amendment, 

Incorporation Doctrine, and the U.S. Mexico Border States.” The U.S. Mexico 
Border: A Reference Handbook. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO. 

• Houston, Rachael. 2021. “Constant Change at the Wisconsin Ballot Box: Voting 
Rights at Issue in Luft v. Evers.” Justice System Journal.  

• Houston, Rachael. 2021. “How Faculty Can Continue to Keep Students 
Democratically Engaged.” American Political Science Association’s Raise the 
Vote Campaign (Blog Post).  

• Houston, Rachael. 2020. “A Roadmap for Engaging College Students in Our 
Nation’s Elections.” American Political Science Association’s Raise the Vote 
Campaign (Blog Post).  

 
c. Materials or activities accepted or scheduled but not yet printed, released, or 

presented:  
• Houston, Rachael. ––. “Talking That Matters: Fostering Trust and Civic Skills 

Through Discussion-Based Learning in Political Science Classrooms.” In 
Teaching Civic Engagement in Challenging Times: Global Perspectives on 
Democratic Education for All. De Gruyter. Forthcoming. 

• Houston, Rachael. ––. “Engaging in Civic Discourse.” Elgar Encyclopedia of 
Teaching and Pedagogy in Political Science, Edited by Daniel J. Mallinson, Julia 
Marin Hellwege, and Joseph Roberts. Forthcoming. 

• Bird, Christine, Rachael Houston, and Marcy Shieh. ––. “Amici on the Map: 
Charting Regional Representation in Reproductive Healthcare Cases at the U.S. 
Supreme Court.” In The Politics of Rural America: No Longer Fly Over Country. 
Routledge. Forthcoming. 

• “Who Can Take the Heat? Reactions to Conflict in Supreme Court Oral 
Argument.” With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. Presenting at the annual 
meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, Massachusetts. 
September 2026. 

• “Executive Branch Meets the Bench: Media Framing of President-SCOTUS 
Relations.” With Anna Fleming, Matthew Montgomery, and Natalie Rogol. 
Presenting at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, 
Boston, Massachusetts. September 2026. 

• “Dressed to the Nine: Judicial Symbolism and Public Evaluations of the U.S. 
Supreme Court.” With Matthew Cota and Jessica Schoenherr. Presenting at the 
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, 
Massachusetts. September 2026. 
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d. Papers presented, participation on panels, etc.: 
• “The Usual Suspects: Gender Stereotypes and Authority at the Supreme Court.” 

With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
Southern Political Science Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico. January 2026. 

• “Legislation, Litigation, and Ballots: Impact of Reproductive Health Regulation.” 
With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Political Science Association, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
September 2025. 

• “How the Media Frames Presidential Rhetoric Surrounding the Supreme Court.” 
With Anna Fleming, Matthew Montgomery, and Natalie Rogol. Presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada. September 2025. 

• “The Governance, Law, and Regulation of the Body.” Invited presentation at 
Touro University, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center. Virtual. March 2025. 

• “From Verdict to Headlines: Exploring How the Media Shapes the Narrative of 
Presidential Reactions to Supreme Court Decisions.” With Anna Fleming, 
Matthew Montgomery, and Natalie Rogol. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
Southern Political Science Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico. January 2025. 

• “Policy Pathways: How Reproductive Health Regulations Spark Political 
Engagement and Trust.” With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. Presented at the 
annual meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. January 2025. 

• “The Lens of Partisan Identity: Perceptions of Interest Group Advertisements on 
Supreme Court Confirmations.” With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. Presented 
at the annual meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. January 2024. 

• “All the Cases That Are Fit to (Maybe) Print: Media Coverage of the United States 
Supreme Court.” With Matthew Cota, Elizabeth Lane, and Jessica Schoenherr. 
Presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. January 2024. 

• “Days of Justice: Analyzing the Impact of the Weekday on Media Coverage of 
Supreme Court Oral Arguments.” With Eve Ringsmuth. Presented at the annual 
meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
January 2024. 

• “Defining the Modern Public Square: A Study of Federal Judicial Interpretations.” 
With Stephen Earnest. Invited presentation at the University of St. Thomas School 
of Law, Minneapolis, Minnesota. November 2023. 

• “The ‘Dark Money’ Showdown: How Confirmation Advertisements Influence 
Public Opinion and Donation Behavior.” With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. 
Presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, 
Chicago, Illinois. April 2023. 

• “Democracy in Disrepair: Examining the Continued Legitimacy of the Supreme 
Court.” Invited presentation at Touro University, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center. 
Virtual. March 2023. 

• “The ‘Dark Money’ Showdown: How Confirmation Advertisements Influence 
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Public Opinion and Donation Behavior at the Supreme Court.” With Christine 
Bird and Marcy Shieh. Presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Political 
Science Association, St. Petersburg, Florida. January 2023. 

• “Twitter Meets the Justices: Public Sentiment during Supreme Court 
Confirmation Processes.” With Amanda Savage and Maron Sorenson. Presented 
at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association. Virtual. April 
2021. 

• “Media Attention to Live-Streamed Oral Arguments: Did the Justices Really Have 
to Worry?” With Eve Ringsmuth and Tim Johnson. Presented at the annual 
meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association. Virtual. April 2021. 

• “Everybody’s Talkin’: Public Rhetoric During a Supreme Court Confirmation.” 
With Amanda Savage. Presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Political 
Science Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico. January 2020. 

• “Oral Arguments and the Freshman Effect on the Supreme Court.” With Timothy 
Johnson and Siyu Li. Presented at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political 
Science Association, Chicago, Illinois. April 2019. 

• “Threat and Perceptions of Court Legitimacy.” Presented at the annual meeting of 
the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois. April 2019. 

 
e. Editorships, consulting, adjudications: n/a 

 
f. External support received: 

• American Political Science Association, Advancing Research Grants for Early 
Career Scholars. 2025. “Whose Briefs Count? Mapping Regional Influence in 
Healthcare Cases Before the Supreme Court.” With Christine Bird and Marcy 
Shieh. ($2,000) 

• American Political Science Association, Advancing Research Grants for Early 
Career Scholars. 2024. “Hard Pill to Swallow: Gendered Public Perceptions of 
Supreme Court Oral Arguments and Women’s Reproductive Healthcare.” With 
Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. ($2,000) 

• Center for C-SPAN Scholarship and Engagement Grant. 2022. “Does Greater 
Transparency Increase Viewership and Legitimacy? An Analysis of C-SPAN’s 
Live Audio Broadcasts of Supreme Court Oral Argument.” With Timothy R. 
Johnson. ($2,000) 

 
g. Internal grants received:  

• AddRan College of Liberal Arts Cluster for Human-Centered AI Research Grant. 
2026. “The Gender of Authority: Justice–Attorney Interactions in Supreme Court 
Oral Argument.” With Christine Bird and Marcy Shieh. ($500) 

• AddRan College of Liberal Arts Junior Faculty Summer Research Program Grant. 
2025. “Hard Pill to Swallow: Gendered Public Perceptions of Supreme Court Oral 
Arguments and Women’s Reproductive Healthcare.” With Christine Bird and 
Marcy Shieh. ($3,000) 

• AddRan College of Liberal Arts Junior Faculty Summer Research Program Grant. 
2023. “A Legitimacy Crisis?: Examining Media Framing of the U.S. Supreme 
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Court.” ($6,000) 
 

h. Other research or creative activities not included in any of above: n/a 

6. Service 

a. Departmental service: 
• Planning Committee Member. 2026-. 
• Department Minute-Taker. 2025–2026.  
• Governance Document Subcommittee Member. 2026.  
• Search Committee Member, Assistant Professor in Judicial Politics. Fall 2025.  
• Curriculum Committee Member. 2024–2025.  
• Faculty Recruitment Participant. Participated in faculty recruitment processes for 

Assistant Professor in American Politics (Fall 2025), Assistant Professor in 
Comparative Politics (Fall 2024), and Herman Brown Chair (Fall 2024).  

• Supervising Professor, Student Summer Research Program. Summer 2024. 
Supervised Alan Anderson’s project, “Judges as Historians: How Has the Federal 
Circuit Applied Bruen?”  

• Research and Professional Development Committee Member. 2023–2024.  
• Supervising Professor, Student Summer Research Program. Summer 2023. 

Supervised Jazmine Velasquez’s project, “Don’t Say Gay or No More Gay: A 
Content Analysis of Media Reporting on the Parental Rights in Education Bill.”  

• Curriculum Committee Observing Member. 2022–2023. 
 

b. College service: 
• AddRan Community-Based Research and Social Change Cluster Member. 2025–

present.  
• AddRan Pre-Law Institute Task Force Member. 2026. 
• AddRan Student Research and Creativity Symposium Judge. 2023, 2025, and 2026.  
• AddRan Welcome Back Party and Information Fair Volunteer. 2023, 2024, 2025, 

and 2026. 
 

c. University service: 
• University Pre-Law Advisor. 2024–present.  
• Employee Recognition Advisory Workgroup, Exclusive Access Subcommittee 

Member. 2025–2026. 
• Faculty Advisor, Women and Law Organization. 2026–present. 
• Faculty Advisor, TCU Law Review Organization. 2026–present. 

 
d. Community activities directly related to professional skills: 

• Spoke to the TCU Silver Frogs Program about my research titled “Beyond the 
Merits Docket: The Rise and Reach of the Court's Emergency Decisions.” 
Spring 2026.  

• Spoke to TCU Distinction students about my research titled “The Hidden and 
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Even More Hidden Side of Supreme Court Decision-Making.” Spring 2026.  
• Spoke to the TCU Silver Frogs Program about my research titled “The Battle 

for Public Opinion: How Interest Groups Shape Perceptions of the U.S. 
Supreme Court.” Spring 2025.  

• Spoke to TCU Distinction students about my research titled “From Ads to 
Action: The Influence of Interest Group Supreme Court Confirmation 
Advertisements on Political Engagement.” Spring 2025.  

• Invited speaker at the Fort Worth Women’s Club presenting “Is the Supreme 
Court in a Legitimacy Crisis?” Fall 2024.  

• Spoke to TCU Distinction students about my research titled “Is the Supreme 
Court in a Legitimacy Crisis?” Spring 2024.  

• Spoke to the TCU Silver Frogs Program about my research titled “Preserving 
the Pillars of Justice: Exploring the Legitimacy of the Supreme Court.” Spring 
2024.  

• Spoke to the TCU Silver Frogs Program about my research titled “Streaming 
Justice: Exploring U.S. Supreme Court Oral Arguments for Judicial 
Transparency.” Fall 2023.  

• Spoke to the TCU Silver Frogs Program about my research titled “In the 
Shadows: Should the U.S. Supreme Court Be More Transparent?” Spring 2023. 
 

e. Professional service: 
• Frequent discussant/chair at major political science conferences; frequent 

reviewer for various political science journals. 
• Serve as a member of the American Political Science Association Law 

and Courts Website Team: 2024–present.  
• Served as a member of the American Political Science Association Law 

and Courts Recruitment, Retention, and Equality Committee: 2022–2024.  
• Served as a committee member for the American Political Science 

Association Law and Courts Lifetime Achievement Award Committee: 
2026.  

• Served as a committee member for the American Political Science 
Association Outstanding Civic Engagement Project Award Committee: 
2025, 2026.  

• Served as a committee member for the American Political Science 
Association Law and Courts Service Award Committee: 2024. 

• American Political Science Association – Member 
• Southern Political Science Association – Member 
• Midwest Political Science Association – Member 

 
f. Academic Advising: (Listed under teaching)  
g. Other service: n/a 
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